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This course aims to develop the academic skills of students specialising in the humanities, and assist them in furthering their 
participation in research with an international audience. It will focus on reading, writing and discussion/ presentation in 
English.

At the end of this course, students will have developed their analytical skills, furthering their understanding of research in 
English. The intensive reading and writing practice will have helped them acquire and use the vocabulary, grammatical 
structures, and modes of expression characteristic to academic papers; through presentation and discussion practice, they 
will have improved their ability to express opinions about complex academic topics in English.

Week 1:           Orientation& introduction
Weeks 2-6:      Reading academic papers from the participants' fields of interest and specialisation; analysing specific styles, 

structure, and vocabulary; constructive criticism.
Weeks 7-10:  Presentation skills: preparing good slides and scripts; presenting on topics relevant to the participants' 

research; Q&A; free discussion and debate.
Weeks 11-15:  Writing skills: choosing a topic and developing it into a full academic paper; citation styles, essay structure, 

specific vocabulary and argumentation.
The content of the course is subject to change. A more detailed plan for each class will be determined based on the number 
of, and the feedback from the participants.

Advanced English skills (TOEIC 700+).

Attendance and participation: 20%, Reading assignments: 20%, Presentation: 30%, Essay: 30%

None. Reading materials will be provided as PDF files.

Further readings will be introduced in class.

https://www.cats.bun.kyoto-u.ac.jp/elearn/  (You will have to register with this site and use this enrolment key to take part in 
the course: cAt$20i8)

Students will have to read the assigned papers, book chapters, etc, before they are scheduled for class discussion. They are 
expected to prepare their presentations and essays on their own; assistance with the selection of topics will be offered when 
necessary.

*Please visit KULASIS to find out about office hours.

In this course, students will improve their academic reading skills through reading essays written in Kanbun and Meiji 
Classical Japanese in the late 19th century Japan. 

・To gain experience reading a variety of original texts written in the late 19th century.
・To have basic knowledge of Meiji Classical Japanese and Kanbun (Sino-Japanese).
・To be able to read historical kana spelling.

(week 1)        Introduction
(week 2-3)     How to read Kanbun: Introduction to Japanese-Chinese contrastive grammar 
(week 4)         KINOSHITA Saitan木下犀潭 (1805-1866)
(week 5-6)     INOUE Kowashi井上毅 (1844-1895)
(week 7-8)     KINOSHITA Hiroji木下広次 (1851-1910): The 1st president of Kyoto Imperial University
(week 9)        KANO Naoki狩野直喜 (1868-1947)
(week 10-12) NAITŌ Konan内藤湖南 (1866-1934)
(week 13-14) MORI Ōgai森鷗外 (1862-1922)
(week 15)      student presentations and final test

　
Prerequisites: 1. Non-Japanese native students; 2. JLPT N2 or higher.

Participation (10%), Homework 1 (Students are required to write two essays in Japanese. 10%x2=20%), Homework 2 
(20%), Presentation (Students are required to make presentation in Japanese. 20%), Final test (Students are required to 
translate Japanese writings into English. 30%). 

None. Reading materials will be provided.

Students are expected to complete all reading materials before they come to our class and prepare presentation.

*Please visit KULASIS to find out about office hours.
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