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Program Outline

Welcome to the Joint Degree Master of Arts in
Transcultural Studies at Kyoto University and
Heidelberg University.

Transcultural Studies constitute a new research
field in the humanities and social sciences that
seeks to address the challenges posed by global
connectivity to existing disciplines and frames of
knowledge. The Joint Degree Master of Arts in
Transcultural Studies (JDTS) is an English
language, research-oriented master program that
combines interdisciplinary education with a trans
regional focus predominantly on East, South, and
South-East Asia as well as Europe.

Building on the strengths of both institutions, the
Graduate School of Letters(GSL) of Kyoto University
and the Heidelberg Centre for Transcultural Studies
(HCTS) of Heidelberg University, this jointly
conducted graduate program offers students
access to an interdisciplinary field in the humanities
and social sciences to study and research
transcultural dynamics between and within Asia
and Europe in a global context. After a basic
introduction into the theories and concepts of
a transcultural approach, students will choose
one of three study foci “Knowledge, Belief and
Religion” (KBR), “Society, Economy and Governance”
(SEG), or “Visual, Media and Material Culture”
(VMC). Students enrolled in this program will
spend one year at their home institution, the
university where they enrolled in first, and one year
at the partner university, while being supervised
by academic staff from both institutions. The
program completes with the successful submission
of a master thesis in English in accordance with
international academic standards.

Kyoto University has opened a doctoral course in
Transcultural Studies for successful graduates
of the Joint Degree Master program.

Full-time Faculty Members

Mitsuyo WADA-MARCIANO

Professor, Chair of Division, VMC Focus Advisor

Chair of the program at Kyoto University. She teaches the introductory
lecture for Transcultural Studies and visual culture seminars. She is
specialized in Japanese and East Asian cinemas with focus on digital
media, disaster film, eco-cinema, and post-colonial cinema in cases of
Japan, Taiwan, and Korea.

Somdev VASUDEVA

Professor, KBR Focus Adviser

He teaches the introductory lecture for Transcultural Studies and for
theory and practice of Indian aesthetics. He is specialized in Indian
Philosophy and religion, and Sanskrit poetics. His personal
background is in the field of Sanskrit aesthetics, literature and
language.

ASATO Wako

Associate Professor, SEG Focus Advisor

He teaches the introductory lecture for Transcultural Studies. His
personal background is in the sociology of migration and care work in
East and Southeast Asia. His research field is Migration Studies,
Social welfare and Asian Studies.

Bjorn-Ole KAMM

Junior Associate Professor, VMC Focus Advisor

Coordinator of the program at Kyoto University. He teaches
foundational theories and approaches of a transcultural perspective.
His personal background is in Japanese Studies with a focus on
cultural mediation, live-action role-play, material semiotics, media
stereotypes, performativity, and qualitative methods, such as
cyber-ethnography.
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Please scan the QR code for course details
Course Syllabus for Spring & Fall Terms 2025

» https:// www.cats.bun.kyoto-u.ac.jp/jdts/studies/courses/
Joint Degree Master in Transcultural Studies

Graduate School of Letters, Kyoto University
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